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A SIMPLEDRAMA OF LOVE

*

ALLEGORY IN THE SONG OF SONGS
AND IN THE BOOK OF JONAIL

L

Three Views of a Remarkahle Poetie
Fragment—=Dr. Abbott Polnis Out

an Alleged Inconsisteney,

+

Brooklyn Eagle.

At Plymouth Church, Sunday night, the
Rev. Lyman Abbott preached a sermon
en the “Song of Songs.” In continua-
tion of his series on “The Bilie as Litera-
ture.”
the “Song of Song=."" The phrase does not
mean a song composed of many songs, but
an excellent song, a supreme song. What
i3 the proper interpretation of this hook is
& matter almost If not quite as dificult to
determine as what is the proper interpre-
tation of Ecclesiastes? There are not, in-
deed, as many different views, but the
mﬂ are as widely different, and they
Bave existed in all ages of the church, be-
fore the Christian era as well a3  since.
These views may be classified under three
general heads: The allegorical, the fdyilic
and the dramatic. Al scholars agree in re-
garding the Song of Songs as essentially a
love song; its theme Is unquestionable,
They also agree in regarding it as in some
senseé dramatic. That is to say. it is not
the expression of a single person’'s thought,
but two or more persons utter thoughts—it
is the Interplay of one with “nother. But
this is all the eritics are agreod upon—That
its theme is love, and that its form is in
some sense dramatic. One class of crities
hold it to be an allegory. Sclomon and his
bride are the formal characters; but they
are only formai--they really represent, ac-
eording to this inierpretation, God and Hlis
people. Under the old Jewish interpreta-
tion Jehovah is the lover and Israel the be-
Joved. Under the Christiaun allegorical in-
terpretation, Christ Is the lover and the
Church of Christ the beloved. The second
school of interpreters regard the book as an
idyl. They see also these two characters—
Bolomon and his bride—but they do not see
Tepresented God and Israel, or Christ and
the church. The Song of Songs, in their
eonception, is simply a wedding hymn, or
& combination of wedding hymns, expres-
sive of pure, warm, ardent love be-
tween a bridegroom and his bride.

THE DRAMATIC VIEW,

The third view is the dramatic. It sup-
Pposes that there are three characters and a
ehorus. These three characters are the
malden, her peasant lover and her royal
lover, and the story turns upon the en-
deavor of the royal lover to entice away
the maiden, her faithfulness to her | easant
lover and her final return to him. This

story Is told not hs a story, but in dra-
matic form, by a song; now by Solomon,
now by the peasant lover, now by the
malden and now by the chorus; once also
the brothers of the mailden come upon the

scene with their song. The lirst, or al-
view you will find probably as

well represented as in any modern litera-
ture in 4 commentary by Dr. Withington,
in 1861 in this country. The sec-

ond view, which regards the song of songs
a8 an idyl, you wiil find well represented
in Professor Moulton's “Modern Reader's
_ which regards it
@8 a drama with three characters and a
chorus, you will find represented in a
volume entitled ““The Lily Among Thorns,”
from whish I am going to read to-night,
3 Dr. Griffis, formerly of Boston and now
ithaca, and also in a commentary by
Dy. Ginsburg, of England, and in a smaller
eompuass in an article in- Kitto's “Bibiical
lopedia.” 1 myself hold the dra-

view of this poem. Although it is

true that there is allegory in the poem,
it I1s only because there is in marriage a
symbol, only because it is true that all
earthly things are shadows of the celestial
and the heavenly. Nor do [ think that on
the whole the plece corresponds to the
conception. It seems to me to
correspond more nearly to the dramatic
gonception. At the same time we must not,
in speaking of the drama, think of it as a
play that could be put upon the stage, as
le in its present form of theatrical
representation. It is a drama in the sense
in “shich Browning's “Pippa Passes” is a
drama. It is a play of character with char-
acter. It differs from the hook of Job,
h Is algo a dramatic poem, in that the

of the characters are not given and

we are left to ascertain for ourselves as
we can when the malden speaks, when

the nt lover, when Solomon. It is for
this reason that scholars differ. and differ
#0 widely that some of them think there is
=bpunsant lover—there is only one lover,
mon. It will possibly occur to some of
you, as it has occurred to others, that the
notion that Solomon's Song is a drama of
woman's love is inconsistent with rever-
ence for the Rible and with acceptance of
the doctrine of inspiration. 1 canuot bet-
meet this difficulty If it exists in any
your minds than by reading from a ser-
preached by Dr. Behrends, of this

, in 1889 on this book., in which he ad-

tes the dramatic or idyllic as against
allegorical conception. and in which he

t doctrine of inspiration so ad-

my that I will read the paragraph at

The reason why It (the Song of Songs) has
fallen on so many Cull and perplexed ears |s that
we have refused to listen to its simple rural
strain. We Lave supposed it 1o contaln some

or prophetic meaning and measuring it

it has assumed a repellant or distorted
To say that It celebrates the love of
., that it purtrays the history of an ideal

and engagzement, which ends In a
rospective marriage, has been regarded
It has been supposed to pleture the
covenant relation of God to lsrael and 1o contain
as exhaustive prophecy of the same. It has
ey as a dialogue petween Christ and His
or the believer. These assumptions have

1!

" fnvolved such strange and far-fetched Interpreta-

i

1

can be conveyed. The command,

that men of sober thought have been re-
and cnly the mystic has reveled in the
A prominent and noted clergyman =ald
not long since In a tone of regret that in
istry of over thirty-five vears the Song of
was the only book of the EBEible from
he had never preached. The fault is not
the poem, but in ocur training. We come to
reading with crude notions of what lasplra-
tion Impltes and with unwarranted canons of

eriticism. Inspiration simply guarantees us what
God's thought is on any theme on which (t
touches, whether that theme be the atonement
human love. Will any one nresume to say
need instruction only on the former and
the latter? 1If this earth is ever to he
radiant it must be by the life of the home,
godly home means a pure and perfect love
those who plight their troth to each
. The Sang of Solomon s a mirror of such
radiant as the face of an angel, and for
refise to be disturbed or annoved by any
explanation. It ranks side by side with
chapter . of the book of Proverbs and
book of Ruth and it I= the cholcest of
all. Its Mterary qualities are of the high-
Its style is charming. It is packed

THE OFFICE OF INBPIRATION,
This seem3 to me an admirable statement
of the truth and capable of application to

other books as well as to the Song of
Songs. Inspiration has to deal primarily
with the substance, not with the forms, of

2 message: primarily with the truth con-
pot with the manner by which it

# conveyed. Inmspiration may apply equally
%o all sorts of truths that concern the moral
e, and to all forms in which such truths
*“Thou
shalt not steal,”’ though it simply concerns
an ethical relation of man with man. is
a8 truly Inspired as the command, ““Thon
shalt have no other gods before me.” which
concerns the spiritual relation of man to
Bis everlasting Father. The parable of the
Samaritan, which deals with philan-
shown by a heretic to a fellow man,

i as truly inspired as the parable of the
son, which deals with the forgive-

ness of the hagvenly Father taward the re-
pentant sinner. The inspiration of the
r‘n does not depend upon its theme,
upon I's power to lift man up into a
and nobler iife. And so, also. la-

tion is not confined to any particular

of wtterance. If the pure and faithful

of one man for one woman can e
oted by the law the law is given: if

ean be promoted by a history, as of He-
an Isaac, the history is miven: if

R can be promoted by a drama. us by the

Song of Songs<. the drame is glven., God
is not shut up to any particular method of

fmparting His will and His life; all meth.
“ “ure l!h‘. ull forms= ar: at His disposal,

that conception of the inspiration of
Bibie which denles, cmpaatically de-
ples, that it is confined to history, which
affirms, emphatically affirms, that it can
ke use of fictlon, now of fuct, now of
W, 7w of poetry, now of drama. now of
Ineldiay, Is a conception of inspiration larg-
er, broader, diviner than a conception
which contines Inspiration elther to anv
Eﬂgulu kind of message or any particu
form of conveying the message. Indeed.

it s somewhat cyrious that while, as Dr.
rends has pointed out, it has been
med heretical not to belleve that the

g
&

!'g

?

|

He said: Our theme this evening is |

| The

Song of Songs is an allegory. It Is also
deemed heretical to belleve that the book
of Jonah Is an allegory. In fact, whether
A book Is allegory or history. is to be de-
termined by the . same considerations;
whether {t i{s inspired or uninspired,
whetker in the Bible or not in the BHible.
We are, then, none the less because we bu-
lieve in the Inspiration of the Bible, to take
this book as we take every other bhook and
judge by 18 contents and structure what
its charucter is; whether it be poem or his-
tory, allegory or drama.
INTERPRETING THE SONG.

We are to consider to-night the interpre-
tution of this Song of Songs as a simple
drama. Solomon and his court have come
up out of Jerusalem into Galllee. Imagine

| If you will the tents with the banners float-

ing over them, the gorgeous array, the mil-
ftary bands and especizlly the harem and
court ladles. The officers of thi kil‘-:.: hiave
found comely, sunburnt peasant girl,
She has had a hard time at home; is
apparently living with her stepmother,

her half brothers are harsh in their treat-
ment of her, but she has become betrothed
10 a peasant in the vicinity, and a betrothal
in the Eastern world means more than an
engagement means with us. The ofticerz of
King have brought the pure minded
maiden to the kKing's encampment. It never

i

she

| occurs to them that she will not rejolee at

the promotion that is offered to her. Bath-
sheba
member of the King's
thought it an honor to
even of King Xerxes., In

Esther
harem
to be-

harem;
enter the
that age

| come a member of a King's harem was not

looked upon with disfavor anywhere or
there was no public reputation against ft,
This peasant girl. this Hebrew Cinderellia,
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|

and |

thought it a promotion to become a |

whom her brothers have turned out to Keep |

the vinevard, retfus«s the proffered honor.
She pleads, in the first place, with the court
ladies, saying she has not quality that
would fit her for the honor that is to be
conferred upon her:

Look not upon me, becaure 1 am swarthy,
Because the sun hath scorched me,

My mother's sons were incensed against me,
They made me keeper of the vineyvards;

Then, thinking of the fate which threat-
ens her, and from which she shrinks, think-
ing of herself as the vineyard that is in
her own keaping, she cries out with pathos,
“But my own vinevard have I not Kept,”
ard her heart leans out to her peasant
lover, she knows not where he is: "
Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth,

Where thou feedest thy flock, were thou makest
it to rest at noon:

For whyv should 1 be as one that = velled

Be<ide the flocks of thy companiuns?

Her cry to her peasant lover for his help
is in vain, he hears not, and the court Jadies
jeer at her:

If thou know not, O thou falrest among women,

Go thy way forth among the footsteps of tae
flock,

And feed the kids beside the shepherd's tents.

The king comes pleading his case in per-
son and puts before Ger the glory he would
give her. But the glory of the royal tent
is nothing to her as compared with tha
shadow of the vineyards, and the banners
of the royal encampment nothing te the
simple love of her betrothed, and she re-
plies with reminiscenses of the rural scenes
from which she has been taken:
As the apple tree among the trees
S0 is my beloved among the sons,
I sut down under his sbadow with great delighe,
And his frult was sweel to my taste. i
He brought me to the hangueting house,

And his banner over me was |

?f' the wood,

fove,
Stay ye me with ralsins, comfort me with apples:
For 1 am sick with love.
His left hand Is under my head,
And his right hand doth embrace me.

Then occurs the song that repeats itself
three times in this lttle drama, the refrain
that indicates its moral and its significance:;

I adjure you, O datighters of Jerusalem,
By the roes and by the hinds of the fleld,
‘That ve stir not up, nor awaken love,
Until it please.

Lesson therefor is for us to remember: Stir
noteup nor waken love, till it please, Think
not, O king, think not, O royal ladies, to
stir love in my heart by your banners, your
tents, yvour military display, and all your
great procedure; love answers none of these
things; try not to stir love till it wakens
it=elf, spontaneously

She recalls her rural life. she remembers
the peasant's serenade bencath her window
in the early morning:

The volee of my beloved! behold he cometh,

ltnmlninfl upon the mountalns, skipping upon the
iills,

My beloved is Hke a roe or a yvoung hart:

Behold, he standeth behind our wall,

He looketh in at the windows,

He sheweth himeself through the lattice,

My beloved spake, and sald unto me,

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.

For, lo! the winter is past,

The rain Is over and gone;

The flowers appear on the earth;

The time of the singing of birds i come,

And the volce of the turtle is heard in our land;

The fiz tree ripeneth her green figs,

And the vines are In blossom;

They give forth their fragrance. -

Arise, my love, my filr one, and come away.

O my dove, that art In the clefts of the rock,

In the covert of the steep place,

Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy
viire;

For sweet is thy volee and thy countenance
comely.

And then as the utterance of this remem-
bered serenade drifts away from her ears
she answers to her own heart and Lo the
king and to the court ladies:

My beloved i=2 mine, and T am his:

He feedeth hiz flock among the lilies.

Until the day be cool, and the shadows flee away,

Turn,. my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a
young hart

Upon the mountains of Eether.

The scene changes. Solomon and his reti-
nue return to Jerusalem. Separation is
thought to be a cure of love. He will try
this remedy, which parents have often tried
with as little sucecess as Solomon did on
thi= occasion. He will separate this maiden
from her peasant lover and the rural scenes
which hold her. Amidst the glory of the
great metropolis he will win her, He be-
gins his courtship afresh:
l.lrhuhi.I thou art fair, my love; behold thou art

rair;
Thin=s eyes are as doves behind tay vell:
- L] L . -

is

Thou art all fair, my love;
And there is no spot in thee.

But he succeeds no better in Jerusalem
than he succeeded in Galilee, but has the
same rebuff:

My beloved is mine, and I am his.

Who feedeth bis flock among the llies,

Until the day be cool, and the shadows flee away,
[ will get me to the mountain of myrrh,

And to the hill of frankincense,

She remembers her lover waking, she re-
members him  sleeping. she recalls her
dream and recites it. While she slept she
thought she heard the footsteps of her
lover outside; he bade her open the door:
she delayed; he went away: she rose up
and followed him; she went into the streets
of the city, the watchmen ook her for an
evil woman, they smote and wounded her,
they took her mantle from heo: she wakes,
it was but a nightmare. Then again she
cries out to the court ladies:

I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye
find my beloved,
That ye tell him that I am sick with love,

They reply with the old question:

What I=s thy beloved more than another beloved,
O thou fajrest among women?
What is thy beloved moreé than another beloved,
That thou dost so adjure us?

Why to you your beloved is more than
another beloved and to me my beloved ig
more than another beloved? She tries to
answer with a portrait of him which is
strange, perhaps to us a little erude,
though we must allow for Oriental im-
AgCryY.

My beloved s white and ruddy,

The chiefest among ten thousand

His head js as the most fine gold,

His locks are bushy, and black as a raven

His eyes are like doves beside the water brooks:

Washed with milk and fitly set.

His cheeks are as a bed of spices,
sweel herops:

His fips are as ltlies, dropping liguld myrrh.

His hands are as rings of gold set with beryl:

His body s as {vory work overladd with sajp-
phires.

His legs are as plllars of marble, set upon suck-
ets of fine gold:

His aspect i1s like Lebanan,
cedars,

His mouth is most sweet; yea, he s aliogeiher
lovely.

This i= mv beloved, and this is my friend,

O daughters of Jerusulem.

Solomon has tried flattery; now he tries
promises. He repeais his praiscs, and adds
that he will make her the head of the
harem, chief of them all:

There are threescore queens, and fourscore con
cubines,

And virgins without number.

My dove, my undefiled, i2 but one;

She is the only one of her mother

She is the choles of one of her that bare her.

The daughters saw her, and called her blessed:

Yea, the gqueens and the concubines, amd they
pralsed her.

He invites her to a danece and prajses her
nimble fest, her grazelul tigure and beauti-
“wii form; he deciar the strength of his
passion and affirms that no obswucle shall
withstand him., I will,” bhe says, “climb
up inrto the palm tree. 1 will tlake hold of
the branches thervof.”” His only answer Is
the =ame ald reply, She repeats her
reminiscenses of rural pleasures and rural
Hle.
I am
Al

as banks of

excellent as the

=

my beloved s,
his desire toward me.

Come, my beloved, =t us go forth into the fleld.
Let us lodge In the viliage=

Let us getl up early to the vinevards;

Let us see whether the vine hath budded and it
hlassutm e 1,

And Lthe pomegranates be

Thore wiil | give thee my

The mandrakez give forth

AndG at our Jdoors are all
fruits, new and old,

Which | have laid up for th"". 0 my l“"ll'\l“_l_
And, turning to the eourt
the refrain of the dramaa:
I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
That ve stir not up, nor awaken love,
Until It niease.

Love Is spontaneous; it cannot be

chased.
Ju the last scene

In flower:

luve,

fragrance,

manner of preciou

I-.l‘ll!':-. repeats

pur-

love has won., The

maiden returns from Jerusalem leaning on
the arm of her peasant lover. They come
10 the tree under which they first plighted
their troth, and there she zings this bride's
sfong to him:

Set me as a seal upon thine Feart, s a seal Upon

! thine arm:

For love Is strong as death;

Jealousy |8 cruel as the grave:

The flashes thereof are flashes of fire,

A very flame ot Lord.

Many waters cannot quench 1

seither can the drown

If a man would give all the
house for love,

He would utterly be contemned.

To a true woman no wealth is of worth
to be compared for a moment with the
Icve of oo true heart. That is the lesson of

the
e, .

jt:

substance of his

floods

the Song of Songs,

A NEEDED LESSON.

Remembering what life was in the Orient,
remembering far men had strayed
away from the first marriage law—one hus-
band wedded to one wife till death do them
part—remembering how love had died and
had taken its place in that
of polygamy which created
the greut harem, can we say there was no
need of an inspired drama to teach lessons
of the Song of Songs to the eastern world?
Are we sure, as we ook at life in America,
that there is no necd 1o be taught this les-
son In our own world” marriage a la
mode unknown with Are there
parents who think a good mateh for the
daughnter i1 a match 1w a wealthy suitor
or & noble one? Are there no men and
women in America who weigh love over
against houses and lands ana call love the
lighter weight of the two? Are therc
women who iz
tween the plea

how

1 HLIGUSNess

awiul system

s

us?

of ambition and the piea of
love and know not which road to take?
“love In a cottage' has been often sung,
it has often also been =corned and scoffed
at by the ¢ynic. It may be said that litera-
ture is full of this story, that it is the com-
mon plot of the ordinary novel, that again
and again through fietion, ambition and
love are put 1in conirast and love exalted—
that is true; but what will you say of the
first writer who told the story of the battle
between love and ambition and put love
tirst? 1 doubt whether there can be found
anywhere in ancient literature a story of
pure womanly love antedating the Song of
Songs. This sweet song of woman's fidel-
ity is the spring out of which all the
dramas of literature that have glorified
pure, simple, earnest, honest, faithful love
have, as it were, come forth. .

{ The Rev.

| Munhall

no |

no |
I themselves distraught be- |

o -
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REV. MUNHALL SCORED

. o

INDIANA EVANGELIST ATTACKS
MINISTER IN OAKLAND, CAL,

A

»>

Wendte Replies that Dr,
Munhall's Preaching Makes Efther
Infidels.

Fanaties or

*

Oakland Dispatch
Chronicle.

Rev. C. W. Wendte returned to the charge
in his dispute with Rev. 1. W,
day and muade publle the following letter:

“I regret to that the revivalist Dr.

Is very angryv. This s the
in which to commend the gospe!
loving and forgiving Christ to his
nor is #t favorable the *““‘sober
mind™ in which religious differences should
lncal, mna-
abhorrent to
enlightened
general spirit

In San Franciseo

-
not
temiwr
of a
hearers, to
be discussed,
Lerial
the reason and
man, =0 foreign
Christ’s teachings, and blasphemes the
loving fatherhood of God that I not
wonder Dr. Munhall bastens to disavow all
persanal resy- asibility for it, and throws it

The docirine of a
hell is
conscience of

to the

and endless S0
of
«0

do

| upon the Bible, or rather upon certain pas-

If |

I cannot but think that the lesson of this |

drama needs especial emphasis in our time
and in our country.
and the larger llfe of woman
bring templation=higher education

in our day
andd

The higher education |

larger Vis always bring temptation, Wom- |

an entering into literature, into
into polities, is beckoned by ambition which
before came not within her horizon. .
and again in public addresses the home is
even scoffed at, the husband treated as a
slavencrat, love laughed out of court and
the notion sedulously adveocated that a
woman advances her position and rises into
a larger life if she turns from wifehood
and motherhood and humble love to the
forum, the lecture room, the business office,
I am not arguing that she should not go
into business: I am not arguing that she
should not be lawyer, doctor, minister or
politician; T certainly am not arguing that
the doors should be shut and she refused
permission to open them. But this 1 do
BaY:
open, to have that larger life given, to have
all the motive powers and the intellectual
powers qguickened by a broader and greater
education—it is impossible in the rush and
hurry and turmoil of our American life to
bring about all this and not subject woman
to the temptation to take ambition as her
obiect in place of love. Agalnst every no-
tion, comé how it may and whence it may,
that it is a nobler thing to be in busi-
ness or in a profession or in politics or in
literature or on the platform than it is to
love with fidelity one man, to be his com-
panion, consecrated to him, joining her love
with hkis, I raise my volce, here and every-
where, and thank God for tie Song of
Songs, which teaches us that all the trap-
pings and attractions, all the glory and
the power., all the accouterments and the
olements that beckon to the court are as
nothing compared with the sweet sacred-
ness of humble, quiet love,

Iin this Song of Songs I, too, see an alle-
gory, as in marriage I see a symbol, In
=ome true sense to every one of us, man
or woman, these two beckoning =spirits
coma, As Hercules was invited in one direc-
tion by pleasure and in the other by wis-
dom, o every one of us is called in one
direction by love and in the other direction
by ambition, and I take as the great and
final message of the Song of Songs, this;
No ambition can take the place of love;
the man or woman who has the great pos-
seseions, the fine equipage, the royal ap-
parel, fame, social splendor, and no love,
is to be pitied. But the man and woman
who have in their hearts faithful, loyal,
true love one for the other, though their
home be a cottage with a sanded floor,
though their only equipage be the baby
carriage, though their orly literature be the
daily press, though their only trappings be
clothes twice turned and turned again, need
pity of none. For if a man would offer all
his houses and all his substanece instead
of love, he should be scerned with a great
sCOorn.

HUMOR OF THE DAY,

A Happy Thoamzht.
Assistant Exlitor—There's nothing to fill the
seventh column, sir.
Editor—Tell the foreman to set a lot of tyne
at random, and we'll call it a Scotch dialect
story.

Couldn*t Stand Alone.
Cincinnati Commercial-Tribune,
“*They tell me Van Wither i2 very weak since
hi= last sickness"
“He ig. [ saw him on the street
asked him for a fiver;

loan."™

fust now and
but he couldn’t stand a

No Wonder She Wept.
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

“Don't weep 20, ma'am, Other bove have gone
to refigind returned alive and well—why ghouldn't
yours™'

“But J-Jim s go-going on a bub-bub-battle-
ship, sir.”

Counld Not Undersiand It
Puck.
Katzenslein (prouvdly)—Twenty-zoffen vears ago
I came to New York undt shtarted in peeshnish
righd in dis same shtore I'm in now.
Levy (astounded)—Suffering Rachel!
made of asbestos?

Vas 1t

Took a Fall Out of Each Other.
Puck.

Hobson—Heavens' old mar. how you have torn
yvour elothes! T hope you arsn’'t hurt. You must
have had a terrible fall from your bleycele,

Dobson—Nothing of the Kind! Hobson and 1 got

a-talking about the best make of wheels; that's
all.

Easily Remembered.
Plain Iealer,
Mr. Hanna my congratulations first

Cleveland
“1 sent
thing.”
“Do you think he will remember your name?"
“Remember my—1 should say he would.”
“Might 1 ask—-""
“Certiainly. My name js Smith!”

For Health and

Detroit Free Press,

“What's the most
tlon with the
doctor?"”

“Thousands of able-bodisd men have suddenly
discovered that they require the air of Nevada,
and are arranging to be there about the middle
of March."

Pleasure,

noticeable thing in connee-
practice of your profession,

The Revenge of Years,
New York Press,

Th* whale spouted in triumph,

Never yvou mind!”' shouted Jorah, vindietive-
Iv. “You've given m:* a good Jdeal of troukie,
'l admit, bat vou just walt till the latter-day
theologians tackle you!" :

With a hoarse chuckle he struck out over The
sand-dunes toward Nineveh.

A Straight Tip.
Twinkles

he Heiress—Yes, when T don’t wish te aceept
certaln men's attentions, and they ask me where
I live, 1 say in the suburbs.

Mr. Selfsare—=Ha'! ha' An excellent
(Alter a pause.) But where do you live,
Prownlow ?

¢ Y Helress—In the suburbs,

In Hard l_.:(-k.

Tammany Times
Mr ithler
didn't have &
Mr. Murray
when 1 came
a nocket,
seribbiler
Murray

plan.
Miss

Sy When ¥ eame to
cent Iin my pocket.
Hill—I was worse
to New York:

New York 1

off than
didn’t

that
even have

How was that?
Hill—=I was harn here.

A Dangerous Method,
t‘--_n'i--r'-l--lr!".‘.ll

Young Clergyman
WTite Iy Sitrn
o 80
preach wit
siudy vYoul
Aturiisd with

- % Vo xr P
Eunuay.

Young Clergyman—The

Would wyou advise me to

mnms7

n—No; T think it is belter to

nout manuseript. Buat vou should first
stihiect unti]l you become thoroughls

it. What is your topic for nest

Clergyman

Rum Demon.

His Great Service,

Judge.

Dhusty Rodes—1
w fOo-ddny

Wenry Wealker—Stopped a
TN 4

Ihusty Rodese—No:
hat thers was a man

did the railroad a great serv-

slenalal 1o
on the track

the engins
" Hhe

and he

o
slowed
l.
Wenr
Ihu=ty

Wialker

l:- a!( g

Who was the man?
I was,

A Cold Saap.
"winkles,

Fannv Furman—How
¢ Frize.

Elsle Ermine—~Indead! T haven't heard. What
s It?

Fanny Furman—Why, right in the midst of our
very coldest weather some stunid scelety editor
ut her in the paver In a light flaf¥fy decollete
wown. The result s snleuro pneumonia. and she
‘S et expected to llve.

awfully sad about Mrs.

d~~|'.‘\. i

train at a dangerugs |

business, |

It is impos=sible to have those doors |

sages in the Bible. Unquestionably these
teach a lteral and endless hell. Unques-
tionably the general philosophy and
spirit of both the Old und New Testament
is entirely opposed to this doctrine of etern-
al torment, It would an easy task to
prove this did space and time permit, 1
may refer to my recently published sor-
mon, and, better still, to the great work
on ‘The Doctrine of a Future Life,' by our
newly elected Unitarian paswor at Derkeley,
Rev., Willlam R. Afger, which is now in its
twelfth edition, has tranzlated into
various modern langiages, and is acknowl-
edged by all scholars to be the most im-
portant. book ever produced on this subject.

“How are we variations
and contradictions in the teachings of the
Bible? They ecannot be Yeconciled., Even
Dr. Munhail does not dattempt so hopeless
a lask, except to blind the eyves of his rea-
son and say that they do not exist; that
the Dible is one harmonious and perfeect
whole, without blemish or contraaiction.
But this is untrue. The intelligence of a
child would suffice to prove its absurdity.
For instanee, the Bible contains many
things intrinsically absurd. Such us the
statement that the first womun was made
out of the rib of & man, the account of a
serpent and an ass talking, the stories of
Nebuchadnezzar eating grass like an ox
for seven years. and that Jonah lived
three days within the belly of a great fish.
If Dr. Munhall were to find these stories
in any other =acred book than our own
he would denounce them as absurd., Is

ilso

lll'

heen

LO reconcile Lhese

| it not pltiful to see him defending them be-

fore an intelligent audience to-day—I mean
as accounts of actual events? 'The histor-
feal and scientifie errors in the Dible story
are many, and are not made to disappear
by simply ignoring them, llke the foolish
ostrich with its head in the fand.

“Dean Stanley, the eminent churchman,
frankly admits: ‘It is now clear to all stu-
donts of the Bible that the first and second
chapters of Genesis contain (not one, but
two narratives of the creation, side by
gide, differing from each other in almost
every particular of time, place and order.’

FOOLISH CONCEPTION OF GOD.

“The childish and morally degrading con-
ceptions of God contained in many pas-
gages of Fxodus, Deuteronomy, Numbers,
Joshua and Kings are repugnant to the
more rational, humane and ethlcal stand-
ards of Jews and Christians to-day. In
Exodus xxii, 18, we read the command,
*Thou shalt not suffer a witeh to live!
This command to put witches to death has
resulted in the destruction by horrible
methods of hundreds of thousands of in-
nocent persons, just as a somewhat similar
text in the Vedas has caused multitudes ¢
Hindoo widaws to perform the dreadful
rite of sutiee.

“In Deuteronomy, xxi. 18-21, we have the
command to stone to death unruly and dis-
obedient children, without irial in the
137th Psalm it is regarded as a beatitude
pronounced by God un any man who should
take the littly innocent Babylonian children
and dash them dgain=t the rocks. In Levitl-
cus Xxv, 44-146, we have slavery inculecated
as a perpetual institution. But enough.

“1 ask how do these cruel, erroneous and
often immoral teachings comport with the
exalted teachings of God, the lofty concep-
tions of morality, the humane and tender
precepts and examples in which both the
Old and the New Testaments abound?

“Savs the Rev, R, F. Horton, D. D., an
eminent orthodox divine, the old way of
orthodoxy was to read ‘the Bible from
Gonesis to Revelation as a smooth, consist-
ent voice of God, like a Delphic Oracle,” It
you came across any contradictions or in-
consistencies you were to attribute these
to vour own feehleness of apprehension,
but never allow that there could be any-
thing wrong in the book. [If, for ex-
ample, it said in Chronlcles xvii, 6, that
Jehosaphat ‘took away the high places and
the Asherim out of Judah,” and then in
Chapter xx, 23, ‘howbeli the high places
were not taken away,” it was a proof of
reverence to the infallible word to show
how the high places were both taken away
and not taken away by Jehosaphat, be-
cause ‘the word of God cannot he broken.'
If in reading the Bible you vame across
sentiments of flerce retaliation or deeds of
savige bloodthirstiness, against which a
man of ordinary morality might naturally
revolt, it was your duty to justify these
sentiments because they were the words of
God, and to find excuses for the deasds be-
cause they were recorded without censure
in the Weord of God. You were not allowed
to argue that because the sentiment was
not godly, it could not come from God, or
because the deed was unchristian it eould
not be approved by God. That was treated
as presumption, as judging God. as setting
up the intellect against its maker.

“ “This." continues Rev. Dr. Horton, ‘was
and is the decizion of the old orthodoxy.
And what is its result? Plymou h Breth-
renism on the ene hand and intidelity on
the other.'

“And this, T may add, iz what Mr. Muan-
hall’'s method of interpreting the Bible
leads to—superstition on the one hand and
utter unbelicf on the other, It may even,
when combined with religious excitement
and terrorism, dethrone the reason, Every
great revival usuvally leaves sorrowful con-
sequences in weakened intellects and wills,
I know of at leéast' ong young person in
Qakland whom Mr,.  Munhall's meetings
have plunged into such profound melan-
cholia that” she has to be constantly
watched lest ghe do herself a harm. The
docetrine of Bible infallibility, like the cog-
nate doctrine of papal infallibility, is a Jde-
lusion that leads only to infidelity and
error.

THE BIBLE 4 RICH MINE.

“The true way to look upon the Bible is
to compare it to a great mine which con-
tains ledges of preclous metals mingled
with baser minerals, and all embedded in
common quartz and rock, from which it
necds to be separateyl to make it available
for the service of man. To present the
gneiss and granite, the copper and tin as
of equal value with the gold and silver is
irrational and harmful. As metallurgy pro-
vides methods for extracting what is valn-
able from the products of the mine, 5o the
science of biblical criticlsm wonld help the
student of the Bible to separate what
valuable and permanent in the Bible from
what is transient and no longer of service
except as & historical and literary testi-
mony to the growth and of

is

development
refigious thought through the ages,

“Now the =so-called higher eritcism  of
the EBEible does this. Tt makes the Scrip-
tures newly signitieant, beautiful and
helpful in the life of man. Of the higher
eriticism I ebserve from Dr. Munhall's ut-
terances he knows nothing, ut evangeli-
can Dr. Horton, already quoted, savs of it:
‘The highar criticism is of God, and. what-
ever is to be =%l of mdividual scholars,
the method. must prevall, to the lasting
good of religion of the church and of man-
kind.'

“Canon, now Dean

Farrar of Canterbury
says In speaking of 1

kKing the higher eritieism:
‘1 cannot name a single student or pro-
fessor of any eminence in Great Britain
who does not accept, with more or Jess
modification, the maln conclusions of the
yerman =chool of critics. In (Germany
itself there are zcores of learned prufes.
gors, and among their entire number thers
is 2ald to bes only one—=-and he a man of no
name—w '."' clings to the old method of in-
terpretation, Truth is great and will pre.
vail’
““It would
arations
nantle,

b easy to heap up similar dec-
from Dr. Briges, Canon Fre-
Reve., Driver. Chevne, Walter I
vdeney, Rev., Frank Porter, of the Yale
Divinity Schoo!, ete, But they would be
ost on Dr. Munhall, nor would 1 dream of
answering his recent address, even though
i largely directed against me personally,
vere it not for the splendid opportuniey it
iffords me to pluce before the public the
rising and truly helpful view of the Bible,
“Mr. Munhall's personalities are indiffer-
nt to me. He is a stranger in Oakland,
and it iz unseemly in him te criticise and
condemn from his siender knowledge the

Munhall te- |

| der of the tribe.

longest settled Protestant pastor over one
and the same church in this city, one of
its most intelligent congregations, and the
cne moet active in good works. The
Fablola Hospita!, Humane Society, Chabot
Home, Ebell Society, Starr King Fra-
ternity and other charities and helps to
higher life in Oakland are our best reply
o such derogatory remarks., True, I am
a Ifberal in religion. But liberalism does
not mean indifference. It means a way of
thinking, the way of truth In love. I try,
at least, to observe both these principles
in my public utterances. But any crueity,
any inhumanity, arouses me, whether in
doctrinal teaching or in practice. This is
why 1 publicly upbraided the horrible and
erroneous teaching of Mr. Mullhall. For
every true, just, Joving and helpful word
he may speak he will find me ever respon-
sive and grateful.’

The First Preshyterian Church was
crowded to-night with people whoe went to
hear Evangelist Munhall It was expected
that some reply would be made to the let-
ter issucd to-night by the Rev. . W.
Wendte, but Munhall’s remarks were con-
fined to pointing out the sure, safe way to
attain =alvation. Munhail dwelt upon the
importance and necessity of the revival,
but did not enter Into personalities. The
moeoting wasg closed with the taking of vol-
untary testimonials from those assemblsd,
and this occupied fully nn hour of the time,

HARMLESS SLEEP PRODUCER.

The Australinn Pitari Plant Produces
No 111 After Effects.

New York Evening Sun.

The pituri is a plant about which science
krows very little. Some dhie writing in the
Lancet a few vears ago stated that the herb
was 2 dangerous and poisonous one, which
should not be used except under the striet-
medical supervision. While in  the
pituri  country, Australia, afterward, the
writer disclosed this medical statement to
a chief who spoke broken English, and
asked his opinion.

“Man blurry fool,” was the stolid reply.
There is much in this answer, for how can
medical science regulate the bencticial use
plant which it does not understand
itsclf? In its natural green state the piturl
is i dapgerous poison. After it has been
properly roasted and treated by the Ausira-
Hiar tribesmen it not only perfectly
harmless, but a soothing and beneficial
auxiliary in medical practice.

Piturl, after treatment by the natives,
gives perfect =leep. Its influence softly
steals away the senses until the Wwhoic
rervous system is naturally at rest. After
the period Bf its influence on the system is
over the soothed sen.es come back to new
life. There are nu after palns or aches,
and, best of all, no craving for the influ-
enee of the drug. Pituri is thus a perfect
antidote to insormnia and an absolute cure
for neuralgia. The writer is a chief in an
acjacent town, and is s=peaking from his
own knowledge of the plant and its effect
npon himself, as well as that upon the
warriors. It produces sleep that is perfect
and natural, and waking like that produced
by the mvigorating morning air in the
mountains. For this plant the wild tribes-
men will sell their dearest possessions. It
is known and used everywhere among
them, though very few outside tribes know
whenece it comes to them. That secret is
left to the tribes about Georgina.

The pituri is a shrub or bush six to twelve
feet high, and found only on a ridge of
barren sand hills, sixty miles wide by one
hundred to 130 miles long, running in a
north to south direction, west of the Mulli-
gan river, in  Northwestern Queensland,
Australia. The nearest civilized point to
the pituri distriet is on the Guif of Car-
pentaria, which is six hundred miles north
of it. It grows on the immediate crest of
the sand hills. It will not grow on their
sides nor on the slopes of the lowlands,
and it has never been found in the valleys
between these low, barren ridges. The tree
does not grow in large bodies, but in small
patches of from three to eight plants. The
stem Is small, Some of them grow as large
as three Inches at the butt and twelve or
so feet tall. These large ones are rare,
however. The average shrub height is four
to six feet, with trunks about two inches
thick. 1t is similar in appearance to the
sandalwood brush, but the leaf is more
clongated and of a waxy, light grayish
tinge. The stems of the young shoots have
a reddish tinge or color.

About a month or so after the tropical
rains have fallen the aborigines make pil-
grimages to this seetion . and pluck the
voung shoots, These run from six inches
to a foot in length, The sprigse make their
first growth in winter, then, receiving the
full benefit of the warm tropical ralns,
shoot forth young and luxuriant tendrils.

After the blacks have gathered these,
they line themselves out in sKirmishing or-
der and set fire to the spinifex (a sort of
porcupine or turpentine grass, which, be-
ing lightly charged with native volatile
matier, burns, no matter how green it is.)
This firing serves two purposes. One of
these purposes is to hunt out the game
which takes shelter on the sand hills; the
other, and far more important purpose
served, is the scorching of the trunks and
limbs of the pituri scrub. This causes
shoots to spring from the roots and butts
for the next vear's crop.

After the sprigs or shoots have been
pulled and collected together, large fires
are made on the deep sands of the low-
Iands near their camps. When the brush-
wood of these fires is burnt into a coal,
these and the ashes are mized with the
sand; the newly gathered pituri is distrib-
uted regularly and placed in a bed of this
eand made for that purpose. 1t is then
covered over with the mixture of hot sand
and ashes, 'This serves two purposes, also,
The one is to dry the pituri so that it is
eas=ily carried; the other to cook it and re-
tain its virtue, as in drying tea. The herb
is then Yeady for use in trade

The virtue of the plant is in the cooked
leaves and the tender portion of the stem.
The blacks then start away with it for tri-
bal use and barter, and it finds its way
through the nomadic tribes thousands of
miles away over western Australia :u)d to
the Darling river in New South Wales,
which is nearly one thousand mliles from
where it is gathered. All along the Paroo,
Warregzo (tributaries of the Darling). and
on the Buller and Barcoe, in Queensland,
the tribesmen use and traffic in this sleep-
giving drug of the Pituri tribes of North
Queensland.

The indicenous race prepares it, further,
for private use, in the following manner:
The leaves and tendrils are broken into
minute pieces by the blacks with their fin-
gere, and then put into their mouths to be
dampened.  After wetting, as above, the
particles are placed on a clean stone, spe-
cially prepared for that purpose. The
leaves of the gidyvah (a species of acacia)
or those of any species of the mamosa are
tuken and dried in hot ashes, then put in
the flames of a fire—an ordinary fire, made
from any substance—to light them. As
these gidyvah or mamosa leaves burn they
are held over the wet piturl on the stone
so that the white ashes of the burning
leaves fall on the dampened stuff beneath,
This process finished, these ashes and the
pituri are well mixed together by violent
rubbing. The drug is then ready for vse.

It ie used in this way: The black works
the pituri in its prepared state in a smal
vier of native flax, so that it will hold to-
gether and not waste. This flax is prepared
in the form of a cord, which is carried
about th> neck. When the wearer wishes
rest or sleep after a hard fight or a long
dayv of tiring travel, he takes the end of
the hempen cord in his mouth and chewa it
until be falls off to sleep. Then the cord
drops out of his mouth. He awakens after
his zleep refreshed, his old tired feeling
rone. hi= whole nervous system toned and
no ill effects from this artificial help. He
never has a craving for the drug. He sim-
ply uses it when he needs it. Neuralgia is
entirely unknown to those who use the
pituri.

When the supply is short the owner of a
pituri voke hands it around to the remain-
When he has finished and
own senses stealing away he
end behind his ears for safe
keeping. Very few whites have seen the
pituri serub. and its medicinal propertiea
are unknown to the science of Anglo-Saxon
civilization. As before stated. the pitum
country is about 150 miles Io:z. It runs
from the hack of Toko Water Hole (on
Linda c¢reek, west of the Georgina river)
on the north to the back of Sandringham
Station on the south, and is =ixty miles
wide, This plant does not grow in any
other ecountry of the world. and this is the
only place in which it i= known to grow
can he grown in Australia. Tt s not
n known anvwhere ¢ls= in the world,
except by a chance heuarsay *‘raveler,

From one to one and a half ounces is the
quantity needed for each ffose or trea:-
ment. It Ig highly prized by the wild blacks
of Australia. ng is seen Ly the wide scope
of country i I‘t'n"lh':-‘x through barter Hl'll’
trude. The native prizes nothing higher
than this herh. He will do more for its
po2ses=ion than for any other earthly trens-

in the Bora ceremony It 1= Indispensa-
1o the medicine man.
elevation of the

est

of a
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pituri  country s
eix hundred to eight hundred feet
the sen, It {8 a dreary waste aof
but the Wahki and Pituri tribes hav.
shi«l much blaod defending this preclous
plant from the hordes of Invading blacks
who have hunted it out and surged down
upon *hem to conguer this country. Year:
of fighting and constant training made the
mvall of the sand climes invineible (o hi
ancient foe and a terror to the slow en-
cronchments of our civiligation. The writer
has lived with these people; he has slopt
many times the restful piturl sleep. Thi
plant cannot be transplanted. All efforts i«
do so have falled.
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FOR FEMININE READERS
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THE LENTEN
THOUGHTS OF

SEASON BRINGS
SPRING GOWNAS,

P S

A Habit of Answering Letters Should

Be Formed by Women—=Girls W ho

Sew in Lent—=i"oise of Character.

>

As the Lenten approaches and
frivolity iz supposed to take to itsell wings,
says the New York Sun, the ever-imporgant
questicn, "“What 1o be the fashions?"'
comes up for =seriouns consideration, and the
principal interest of all womankind will
soon be centered in spring gowns. To suc-
ceed in anticipating the modes by two or
three months and solving the mystery ol
lhings to be worn 111:1;; before lhn‘}‘ are re-
quired is considered a great point of ad-
vantage in the scheme of cconomy in wom-
an's dress, so all the manifestations of the
siyles to come are cagerly searched for a
new idean.

The most radical difference between the
new and late models is naturally expected
in skirts, but, while they have changed
somewhat in form and fullness, and there is
greater variety in the manner of fashioning
them, they are still far removed from the
scant dimeénsions which have been prediet-
ed. Thin materials, so much worn in sum-
mer, require fullness to make them preuty,
and then the fluffy, much be-ruffed silk and
lawn petticoats which are being turned out
as the latest novelties indicate that the
fairly full skirt will fashionuble
throughout one more season, The plisse
soleil =kirt is the popular one in Paris for
all transparent fabrics, and a pretty treat-
ment of it is a wide band of embreidery or
lace around the bottom. Skirts with rows
of tucks around the bottom will be worn,
and skirts with a group of three cords set
in shirs a few inches below the waist, draw-
ing in the fullness to fit the hips closely, are
another fancy. Among the new foulard
gowns made for wear in the South are
Some with narrow tucks, with a space be-
itween, running down four or five
from the waist, falitng toward
and beginning at each side
breadth. The skirt is gored,
lv, of course, as the tucks dispose of the
fullness; it 13 trimmed at the bottom and
hangs loose from the silk foundation skirt,
which is finised with a pinked ruffle inside.
The old-fashioned full skirts laid in side
plaits, but with a difference, are to be worn
again, The plalts tuarn toward the front,
which is wide ¢ nough to form a panel, and
are run down like tucks fully half a yvard
i_u front, this distance being shortened on
t-u‘vh -n:c: toward the back, where they are
stitched down only two or three inches.

The prospect for ine xpensive and fash’on-
able gowns is not very encouraging now
that the decree has gone forth that skirts
rpu::t be trimmed and vards and yvards of
velvet ribbon and silk braid are sewn in
around the bottom in graduated widths or
up anr! down the seams if that form is more
becoming. Ruffles edged with lace or narrow
ribbon will be much in evidence later and
tucks of all widths will figure largely in
the trimming of their gowns. One novel
skirt trimming for thin dresses consists of
eight tiny rutfes edged with VEry narrow
black or colored ribbon. set on the skire
across the front, overlapping each other,
and separating toward the back, 8o that
they cover twice the distance that
they do in front. Half worn black =satin
sl_ﬁg'ts are made new by rufling them from
waist to hem with black silk net. bound
on the edge with bias black satin, or
trimmed with narrow black velvet ribbon.

The modes in bodice decoration are legion
and, whatever the later French models may
bring forth, the little bolero will hold its
own throughout the summer with all sorts
of wide coliar effects, which may be put
on as a yoke or loose at the edge like a
collar. The bodice which blouses a little in
front is still very popular and some of the
latest gowns are fitted very close and plain
at the waist, where they are finished in two
points, neauy corded after the manner of
years ago. Surplice effects, too, will be
much in favor. Various trimmings of em-
broidery and beaded lace put on in the form
of a bolero afford a favorite way of pro-
duving the desired shape, but there will be
a variety of Eton and zouave jackets among
the cloth gowns for spring wear which will
have sleeves llke the more pretentious
spring coats. Eton jackets will be the most
popular style for linen and pigue gowns and
serve all the purposes of waists when worn
with fancy vests or false fronts.

season

Wure

be

inches
the front
of the rfront
but not close-

What Girls Are Doing.
Harper's Buazar.

As Lent draws near, the girls' minds are
turning toward thoughts of sewing. They
always try to be good in Lent, and it is
being good to sew, they think. Several
classes have been arranged among them al-
ready—some to sew for the poor, some to
sew for the missionary societies, some to
sew for hospitals, and some to sew for
themselves. There are different ways of
getting up these sewing classes, but they
are almost always supported by subserip-
tion. In classes which sew for the poor,

each girl pays from 50 cents to $1. which
sum goes toward buyving the materials.

The girl who gets a class up generally se-
lects a committee among the different mem-
bers, and their duty is to make the pur-
chases, and cut out and prepare the gar-
ments for sewing. There is nothing orig-
inal in this, as nearly all church-sewing
societies are run on the same principle.
They meat generally at one another's house
once a week: If in the afternoon, they have
tea at 5, and ask a few men in after the
sewing is over.

A class which h:s quite a little originali-
ty has been arranged among the girls who
are anxious to lay in a stock of dainty
summer gowns, and who do not in these
hard times feel like paving from $20 to $25
to their dressmakers for them. In this
class they have a teacher, to whom they
pay $ for a course of eight lessons, Some
of the prettiest wash stuffs have lbwen
bought at the recent sales, and the girls
(who have just had their first meeting) are
busy making. and. learning to make morn-
ing dresses and shirt waists for what they
call “almost nothing.” One girl has on hand
a lovely pale pink muslin with fine sprays
of roses and leaves strewn over it. She |s
trimming the skirt with three little ruffles
of plain pink muslin edged with narrow
ecru lace. The bodice will be gathered
full at the waist, back and front, and over
it will be a bertha of the plain pink also
edged with ecru lace, which will cross over
and tie in the back with a full bow and
ends. Other girls are making shirt waists,
which, when finished, will not cost more
than 50 cents apiece,

Answer Your Letters.
Philadelphia Press.
It is 18 easy to fall into a good habit as
a bad one,
You may not believe me, but try it, Then

you will find me correct. The habit that I
have in mind is the prompt answering of
letters and notes that should be attended
to immediately.

This §s not intended for the eves of those
women who have so much note writing to
do that they hire a private secretary and
give over the e¢arly morning hours to the
task., It i= intended for all those women
and giris who, like myself, have to do
their own writing and put by many an im-
portant written questicn to be answered
“after while,””

I known you do it, for I do it and every
woman I know does it. “Oh! My, I have a
heap of letters to write and 1 am going 1o
take the first rainy day off and do it”
is the remark elght out of ten women
miake every weck.

It is so easy to drug our consciences re-
garding this answering of letters and
notes. The postman rings and your mail
brings you an invitation or a letter with
an earnest question, or a note with a check
or an application from some deserving per-
son, or a request for an address. ete. You
read the letters, but you are going out that
morning, and vou are tired after luncheon,
and go to vizit in the afterncon; then
other cares come at night.

The next day vou remember with a litth
ghiver that two of those letters should
have Deen answered at once: that you are
nmiler obligations 10 both those people for
kindnesses, and you wonder what they wil
think of you: and I will t#ll yon <they will
think you uare very careiless—and they ure
:‘;‘s'il:-

And =0 vour obligations In letters mount
until they ussume gligantic proportion
! rise to horrify you In yogr sleeples:
wour<. When vou contemplate the task |
hemculenn,
Here's the remedy:

The postman bring:
vour mail at breakfast., Go to yvour desk
und answer ench note or letter tha
requires answer. Ycu needn’'t mak
yvour answers into long letters. if
vou think the letter deserves a lonug answel
rescrve that for o better day, and write ;
rote answering the vital sbject, and ox-
pluin that you will write a ietter later,

I admit that you can't make much head
Lpy i you intend o write a lJetter tw

aali

'

!

m

every one where a note would deo.
vate the habit of notes,
for special people and special occastons

You will be amazed at your progress
if you jearn to do both these things. Ane
SWer at once and learn 1o eonde Niss It is
not neces=ary for youd to enter a long fame-
ily history when you are sending Mrs. A,
your special recipe for mince e when =he
Is in a hurry and wants it for a dinner
party. lL.ong letters bwlong to the duys of
stage coaches, but now they are reserved
for certain times.

As for the answering, yvou will find that
twenty minutes given after cach mall that
necds attention will clear away a net of
cobwebs. You will never get hopelessly
entangleed.

And, oh'!

b Cultl-
Keep the letters

people do 30 appreclate
at once. Haven't you ever sent a little
gy, & cheque, a couple of tickets fop
some affair, and wondored for days If the
purson ever got them? Three lines from

«h llh.

for a gift the day

invitation for
it ATV .
the receipt of

‘th;u person ten minutes after would not
Ve cost her live minutes and saved you
inuch guesasine,

Thank a person it
Arrives

Acknowladge an dinner
lenchecn the day

Acknowledge a check at
Once,

Send an address the day it is asked for.

Thank your hostess for your visit the
day you return home 1

Flther leave yvour card or write a note
1o a friend as you hear that friend is il

Keep sufficlent pitper and envelopes on
hand, =0 your notes ¢an be writien a1 ones,
and remember that a dainty note i= the
Yall mark of good brecdin g

To Be Desired.
New York Evening Sun.

“If 1 were asked to nante what to my
mind s the most telling attribute of chars
acter,”” sald  the woman, “I
should say—paoise. Really, 1 know nothing
more effective, elther as regards the indi-
vidual or those with whom comes in
contact. 1t appeals to people, somehow, fap
more than almost any other trait. Beauty,
cleverness, amiability, sympathy—all these

are very well in their way;: but 1 doubt if
any of them ever prove half as potent as
poise, the manifestation of a periect egul-
librium of mind and soul. I suppose its
i'!"‘i-:"h' because so few of us ;.:w,..-s.-. i1,
We aways admire and envy what doesn't
belong to us, you know. Placidity of teme
perament indeed, all that is rare, pars
ticularly when it's & =chooled and dis-
ciplined placidity, not merely, a cowlike
calm, but a cool repose ‘«i;.:'tili‘.‘l'.l of great
reserve strength and force. So mucn to
be desired is the aoualityv. howover, that
many undiscerning persons are willing 10
accept the imitation for the real; in other
words, the ‘cowlike' calm often passes [fop
repose. That's why stupidity is =o often
put up with, even looked up to. People
still cling to the erroneous if long-estabe
lished notion that still waters invariably
run deep, and think that because one says
nothing it i= because she has a great deal
to keep silent about. About the only jeg
that conceit has 1o stand upon s that (it is
often mistaken for poise. The unclever obe
server sees the =upreme selfl-satisfaction
and tnkes it for granted that there must
be something to be satisfled about, =0 she
accordingly respects and envies the pos-
sessor. Yes, poise is a quality that in its
real form or its counterfeit presentment is
all that i= appealing to the many of us who
are continually losing our balance of indi-
viduality, We lohg to acquire it, and we
are naturally drawn {o any one who merely
appears to possess it. It is one of the most
attractive traits on record.”

sagactous

=he
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A Good Thing Abused.
Washingon Post.

I hope the next Congress will turn Iits
grave attention to one of the eryving evils
of the day—the abuse of porfumes. There
ought to be a commission appointed to sea
to it that no woman is allowed to go about

an olfactory offense to her neighbors, I
was jammed into & crowd coming out of
the theater Monday night—why, by the
way, don't our theaters open the side doors
to let people out after a performance 7—and
I think every woman within smelling dis-
tance of me wore a different perfume, and
each perfume was worse than any of the
others. A very large woman with a bird
of paradise tail in her bonnet blocked the
way in front of me. She had been sprinkled
with something like wvanilla extract. A
woman to my right wore musk. A woman
tomy left reeked with Jockey Club., In the
midst of all the jam and clash of odors 1
caught a whiff, just the suggestlcn of a
whiff, of lavender. It smelled so fresh, so
clean, 1 thought of my grandmother's
linen closet, and rainy days in a New En-
gland country house. Only the daintiest of
gentlewomen would adopt the sweet, o‘ld-
fashioned scent. 1 turned to find her. She
stood just behind me, and she—well, she
was a man and six feet tall

Beardsley Pillows,

Philadelphia Inquirer.

It cannot be claimed that the postar or
Beardsley style of embroidery is beautiful,
but it is bright, showy, and as yet a novels
ty, confined to pillows, or perhaps a bang-
ing for a gay smokingroom. Most any

poster that you particularly admire will
glve you the colors and the forms (o use,

Cloth figures of broadcloth, billlard-cloth,
or ladies' cloth are cut from white, black
blue or red and applied to a m«-k;:roumi
that will make a striking contrast. The
figures are applied sometimes with a dash
of red or of gold and traced artistially
and in sweeping lines with rope silk or
colored coltons,

A magazine cover of deep yellow linen
has a Mephistopheles figure of black vel-
vet applied to it. A pillow with a «ky-blue
background that covers the upper half has
on the lower half the figure of a girl dressed
in deep vellow. Above her bits of green
cloth appliqued give a background of leaves,

A pillow of bright vellow broadcloth in
the same style has the figure of sn old
man cut from black cloth and white ap-
plied to it

A Good Time Coming.

Boston Transcript.
“For the morning walk ,n the Dols de

Boulogne,” says the Journal des Debats of
Feb., 13, “yvoung women put on their very

short serge skirts and tailor jackets, the
hygienic costumes which we borrow from
our neighbors across the channel”™ Moth-
ers in Paris now go for the morning walk
with their babies in their Hitle carriages as
in London. The increasing outdoor life of
two continents is introducing short =kirts
more and more. By and by they will not
be infrequent for shopping and all other
informal city wear. And what a release
fashion may yet offer to that braid-and-fuc="
ing-2lave the average woman.

From Varions Sources,

Roek candy, powdered, to sweeten Turkish cof.
fee, ix used in American drawing rooms when
it is desired to serve the drink very much a la
Turc.

When clothing becomes wrinkled from packing
or from any cause, the wrinkles may be removed
by hanging the garmentis over night in a heated
room. Spread the clothing over a clothes horse
as smoothly as possible,

A beautiful sofa pillow was made from the fine
pleces of wrought work on an old lace curtain
which was worn 1o shreds =20 far as the net was
concerned, The lace designs were appliqued on
a rich shade of Brown velvet, the cushions hacked
with a plain cream silk and edeed with = 5l
of lace.

Pink is a declded favorite for #vening tollets,
and shaded viclets afford a strong contrast when
used in conjunction with pink, & violent bLlend-
ing, perhaps, it may be rockoned, but granted
the right shade of pink and the correct Unl in
purple, the contiast is neither bharsh nor in-
hermonious, ~=d 1s certainly a very fasbhbionable
mixture, .

A very soothing drink for an inflamed throat or
lungs s flaxseed lemonade. To make It put twe
tablespoonfuls of flaxseed into an earthen bowl
pour over it a generous pint of bolling
Cover the bowl and place It a1 the back
of the stove, where it will keep warm for three
or four hours, strain the liguid and &dd o It
the juice of two lemons ana as much sugLr as is
desired. This drink may be taken hot or oold as
the individual fancies.

Rome seasons ago a popular lecturer on “‘the
fine art of dress”’ gave this advice: ““Wear street
gowns the color of your halr, house gowns the
color of your eves, amnd evening tollets the ting
of your complexion.” As the majoarity of women
have ®ither black, brown orf gray halr, the wis-
dom and taste of the advice = apparent as far
as street dress 18 ooncerned. To dress well means
to dress appropriately for each occasion, and the
senson's fresh goods, which display any number
! very rich besutiful materials, makes the selec-
tion of gowns “‘the color of your hair’* an ecasy
metter.

A oconvenient laundry bag for the pantry 9
#x26 Inches and bas a wide, deep pocket occupy-
ing its length and width,. This pocket is Intend-
oil Tor the scoiled tablecloths, On the outer side,
below the deep slit through which the inner and
Uig bag s reachel, is sewel a pisce of lInen
twenty inches decp and stretching across the bag.
This plece stitched Jdown through the ocenter
forms two s*smaller pockets, for staiped and wun-
stained papking. The bag Is made of gray linen
bound with eotton brald. A hem at the top per-
miit=s It to bhe shirrvd on n short shade-sticvk nin
carh emd of which = fitted & screw From
these eyes a4 cord passes by which the bag is
suspended
of the assures] survivals of Lthe past sew-
sghort jack#t under all its shajpes and
Eton. Zouave, bolero, Russian Patrol

French Gasrd, with ts gay militery
1S Thi= Jdiminutive ganmnnment s ons-
dressy and offective and will joss none
o itx elegance undsr its warm or hot weathar
ulres, I handsoas lace, 1t Is most Jainty and
craceful with a full dress toli=t; In velver it will
e quite as popuiar af during the winter season
s even more geperslly worn, for It will ae-
G pany muany «legant utdooe Castumes and on
lemi-dress wiletn it s made of it less TICh
nd pretty textiles and is as varlously trimmed
t I8 quickly adjosted, and, partionlsrly Iif of
alvet, it transforms in & trice & plain, shmple
willoe into 4 cherming ane ploturesgue ane, and
# capable also of inidnite variety, for any num-
wr of separates walsts, bodioes and fancy
san be worn in turn with this one rich U
SArent.
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